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Law Center Founder and Executive Director Maria 
Foscarinis began her legal career as a litigation 
associate at the Wall Street firm Sullivan & Cromwell. 
During her time there, she represented homeless 
families pro bono, and as she witnessed first-hand 
the severe shortage of safe and affordable housing in 
America, she began to realize the crucial role of legal 
advocacy in addressing this national crisis. In 1985, 
Maria left Sullivan & Cromwell to fully devote herself 
to the fight to end homelessness.

In 1987, Maria led the campaign to pass the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the first 
major federal legislation to address the problem.

In 1989, she founded the National Law Center on 
Homelessness & Poverty. Since then, the Law Center 
has worked to sustain and expand federal aid to 
homeless persons and served as a leader in the right 
to housing movement. In 2011, the U.S. government 
acknowledged -- for the first time in history -- that 
it is obligated to address homelessness as a human 
rights issue.

Since 1989, the National Law Center on 
Homelessness & Poverty has served as the legal 
arm of the national movement to end and prevent 
homelessness. Through policy advocacy, public 
education, and impact litigation, the Law Center 
seeks systematic reform and works to meet both the 
immediate and long-term needs of homeless and poor 
people. Through training and technical assistance, it 
supports effective advocacy by local groups across the 
country.

The Law Center works with community-based and 
national allies to enforce and implement existing legal 
rights and advocate for new policies and resources 
to end and prevent homelessness. In all of its work, 
the Law Center leverages the pro bono assistance 
of major national law firms through its Lawyers’ 
Executive Advisory Partners (LEAP) program.

OUR HISTORY

OUR MISSION
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Dear Friends of the Law Center:

In 2011, with your support, the Law Center won major 
victories in the fight to end homelessness and ensure the 
human right to housing. 

For the first time ever, thanks to our advocacy and your 
support, our government acknowledged that homelessness 
is a human rights issue here at home—and committed to 
do more to ensure housing for all. With our advocacy, the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
issued new rules to protect housing rights for domestic 
violence survivors. With our advocacy, the U.S. Interagency 
Council on Homelessness and the U.S. Department of 
Justice worked to develop strategies to protect homeless 
people from being unfairly targeted by law enforcement. 
We fought efforts in Congress to take away service 
providers’ rights to use, without charge, vacant federal 
property to house and help homeless people. And we 
worked with advocates in communities across the country 
to protect the human and civil rights of homeless residents. 

Thanks to your support, we launched our innovative 
Project LEARN—training and leveraging the resources 
of pro bono lawyers to help make sure homeless children 
can get the education they need and deserve. And thanks 
to your support, we filed major federal litigation to protect 
the right of homeless Americans to vote.

Your support also helped us educate the public. Our report, 
Criminalizing Crisis, garnered major national and local 
media attention, and helped advocates across the country 
make the case for constructive, not punitive, responses to 
street homelessness. Our National Forum on the Human 
Right to Housing brought together scores of advocates, 
including formerly homeless advocates, and generated 
media attention. Our lunch with George Stephanopoulos 
highlighted the growth of homelessness—and its changing 
face.

I am so proud of all that we have accomplished together. 
Our work has transformed the lives of people all over 
America—and has reformed systems that affect many 
more.  There is so much more we can do. Homelessness 
remains at an all-time high, especially for families, 
children, and youth. The foreclosure crisis and recession 
affected many of us, but no one more than those who have 
lost their homes.

Let us not rest until homelessness is no more in America.
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A Message from our Founder & Executive Director 

Dear Friends of the Law Center:

For the past eight years, it has been my privilege to serve 
on the Law Center’s board of directors. With your support 
we have worked to change the lives of homeless and poor 
people.

While we have achieved much over the last year, we still 
have hundreds of thousands of people suffering through a 
slow economic recovery and continued foreclosures. More 
Americans are living in poverty than ever before. We know 
what works to end and prevent homelessness, but we need 
strong advocates to ensure our nation puts in place effective 
solutions that help those in need.

Now is the time to renew our common commitment to 
ensure no man, woman, or child is without a safe place to 
call home. I know that if we stand together, that goal is in 
reach.

Thank you for your generosity and support.

A Message from the Chair of the Board of Directors 

Sincerely,

Vasiliki Tsaganos
Chair

Sincerely,

Maria Foscarinis
Founder and Executive Director



HOUSING

Protecting Renters at Foreclosure

The Law Center was a primary advocate for the 
Protecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act (PTFA), 
which gives renters the right to remain in their home 
through the end of their lease when an owner is 
foreclosed on. In 2011, the Law Center worked with 
Members of Congress on legislation to strengthen 
PTFA’s protections and make the law permanent.  
We also forged partnerships with the National 
Association of Realtors and Bank of America to 
ensure their foreclosure notices make renters aware 
of their rights—preventing wrongful eviction and 
homelessness.

Helping Homeless Service Providers Get 
Free Property

Since 1987, the Law Center has helped homeless 
service providers obtain federal surplus property, free 
of charge, through Title V of the McKinney-Vento 
Act.  When the Administration and Members of 
Congress tried to dismantle Title V in 2011,the Law 
Center testified before both the House and Senate in 
support of this program that serves over 2.4 million 
homeless persons each year.  We continue to protect 
this right, including advocating in federal court to 
hold the Administration accountable to its obligations 
under the law.

Strengthening Rights & Building Resources

Housing is a Human Right

After years of advocacy by the Law Center, the U.S. 
government finally acknowledged—for the first 
time in history—that homelessness implicates its 
human rights obligations. This message was further 
highlighted at the Law Center’s National Forum on 
the Human Right to Housing. A highlight of the 
Forum was a panel, moderated by best-selling author 
Barbara Ehrenreich and broadcast on C-SPAN, 
on which formerly homeless persons shared their 
experiences.
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Keeping Homeless Kids in School

With over one million children reported homeless by 
public schools, the need for the Law Center’s work 
is greater than ever. In response, the Law Center 
launched Project LEARN, a cutting-edge pilot 
program with pro bono partner DLA Piper LLP.  
Over 50 DLA Piper attorneys across the country have 
been trained to help homeless families advocate for 
their children’s right to remain in school and access 
vital support services under the McKinney-Vento Act.

CHILDREN, YOUTH,& FAMILIES
Protecting Rights & Futures

“It was a stressful time for me, but hearing your voice on many, many occasions gave me hope.  
You and your associates were so gracious to me.”

 – Grandmother of homeless child assisted through Project LEARN

The Law Center also released Beds and Buses, a 
report showing that it may be more cost-effective to 
provide homeless families housing nearby a child’s 
school than to transport that child over long distances 
to make their attendance possible. This solution gives 
families stable housing, eliminates the strain placed 
on children by long commutes, and helps schools save 
money while still meeting their obligations.

Preventing Survivors From Becoming 
Homeless

Domestic violence is a leading cause of homelessness 
for women. In 2011, the Law Center worked with 
HUD to improve the way the agency implements 
housing rights under the Violence Against Women 
Act (VAWA). These rights, for which the Law Center 
was a primary advocate when they were enacted, 
ensure survivors and their families are not forced to 
choose between becoming homeless and remaining 
with an abuser. We also worked with Senator Al 
Franken (D-MN) to draft a new VAWA bill that 
strengthens housing provisions and extends the 
law’s protections to sexual assault survivors. The Law 
Center continues to push Congress to overcome 
partisan gridlock and reauthorize VAWA to protect 
poor and homeless women feeling domestic violence.
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“If I can serve my country, I should be able to vote 
for who runs it.  These laws are undemocratic and 
un-American.”

– Carl Ellis, Homeless Veteran

Fighting Criminalization

The Law Center released Criminalizing Crisis: The 
Criminalization of Homelessness in U.S. Cities, 
which analyzed laws in 234 cities across the country.  
The report documents a disturbing trend: more 
and more communities are making it illegal to be 
homeless. The report explains the problem, assesses 
policy implications, gives advocates the tools to fight 
laws at the local level, and promotes constructive 
alternatives to address homelessness. Criminalizing 
Crisis continues to draw major national media 
attention to the problem of criminalization and 
proposed solutions.

The Law Center also prevented passage of laws 
banning homeless persons from public spaces in 
California and Maine, and worked with the D.C. 
Metropolitan Police to establish new guidelines that 
will prevent officers from giving “move on” orders or 
conducting property searches based solely on their 
housing status.  And in the Law Center’s litigation 
challenging a St. Petersburg “trespassing” ordinance 
banning homeless persons from public parks and 
bus stops, the 11th Circuit Court ruled that the law 
violates their constitutional rights to due process and 
free travel.

CIVIL RIGHTS
Protecting Basic Freedoms & Human Dignity

Protecting the Right to Vote

In response to the pandemic of voter ID restrictions 
that could disenfranchise millions of homeless and 
poor persons, the Law Center filed suit against 
the state of Wisconsin, challenging its law on 
constitutional grounds.  If successful, the lawsuit—
filed in partnership with the ACLU, ACLU of 
Wisconsin, and Dechert LLP—will create a legal 
precedent that can be used to strike down other voter 
ID laws across the country.

Civil Rights are Human Rights

In Sacramento, the Law Center drew attention to a 
homeless camp being denied access to clean water 
and sanitation—leading a United Nations human 
rights expert to condemn the City’s policies as “cruel, 
inhuman[e], and degrading treatment.” In response, 
the mayor and city council came to the table to 
discuss constructive solutions that restore homeless 
persons’ rights.
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2011
McKINNEY-

VENTO
AWARDS 

HONOREES
Stewart B. McKinney Award  Bruce F. Vento Award

Pro Bono Counsel Award Personal Achievement Award

Special Event: The Changing Face of 
Homelessness, with George Stephanopoulos

Since 2007, family homelessness has increased by 20 
percent—a dramatic rise caused by the foreclosure 
crisis and recession. To draw attention to this crisis 
and promote solutions, the Law Center organized 
a special panel discussion moderated by ABC 
News’ George Stephanopoulos. He was joined 
by Executive Director Maria Foscarinis; Dr. Kim 
Hopper, Columbia University professor and author of 
Reckoning with Homelessness; and Danae Vachata, a 
formerly homeless student and president of the Bell 
Fund.  Goodwin Procter hosted the event in their 
New York office in the New York Times Building.

Representative
Barney Frank

Rob Robinson



Bank of America
National Economic & Social 	
	 Rights Initiative
Oak Foundation 

Roderick A. DeArment 
DLA Piper Foundation 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver 
	 & Jacobson LLP 
Goodwin Procter LLP
Barbara McDowell & Gerald 
	 S. Hartman Foundation 
Hogan Lovells
Human & Civil Rights 
	 Organizations of 
	 America

Mark G. Anderson
Peter Bresnan
John & Miriam Courembis 
Covington & Burling LLP
Dechert LLP
Jenner & Block LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman 
	 LLP
Mortgage Bankers 
	 Association

AFL-CIO Housing 
Investment Trust
Michael Allen 
James A. Attwood, Jr.
Garrard Beeney & Evan 
	 Mason 
Francis Bonahon & Erica 
	 Flapan 
Credit Union National 
	 Association
Goldman, Sachs & Co 
	 Matching Gift Program
Maria Foscarinis & Nathan 
	 Stolzfus
Emanuel Fthanakis 
Howard O. Godnick
Alan Jeffrey
Kirsten T. Johnson-Obey
Nicholas & Celeste 
	 Karamatsoukas
Bill and Cindy Kelly
Kimberly Lin
Eugene A. Ludwig

Pam & Allan J. Malester
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips
Mayer Brown 
Edward McNicholas
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
	 Program
Nixon Peabody LLP
Paige Family Foundation
Jeffrey Pash
James & Theodore Pedas 
	 Family Foundation
PMI Mortgage Insurance Co.
Powell Tate
Thomson Reuters
Lawrence J. Romans
Sandpiper Fund, Inc.
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Steven L. Holley
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 
	 LLP
Mona Touma
Vasiliki B. Tsaganos

THANK YOU 2011 DONORS!

National Association of 
	 Realtors
Margaret K. Pfeiffer 
Private Equity Growth 
	 Capital Council
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 
WilmerHale

Latham & Watkins LLP
Microsoft Corporation
Renaissance Charitable 
	 Foundation, Inc.
Sidley Austin LLP
Jeffrey Simes 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett 
	 LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Yum! Brands Foundation, Inc.

Oakwood Foundation
Bruce E. and Lori Rosenblum 
U.S. Human Rights Fund

Champion — $25,000+

 Leader — $10,000-$24,999

Partner — $5,000-$9,999

 Counsel — $1,000-$4,999
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2011 FINANCIALS 
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Expenses

Revenue

Administration

Fundraising

Programs

8%

4%

88%

Foundation

Events

Earned Income

LEAP

Corporate

62%

12%

6%

5%

2%

Individual13%



Maria Foscarinis
Founder & Executive 
Director

Tristia Bauman
Housing Attorney

Robert Bennett
Administrative Assistant

Andy Beres
Development & 
Communications
Coordinator

Lisa Coleman
Domestic Violence & 
Education Attorney

Vasiliki Tsaganos, Chair
Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Edward McNicholas, 
Vice Chair 
Sidley Austin LLP

Kirsten Johnson-Obey, 
Secretary
Porterfield and 
Lowenthal, LLC

Kenneth Aneckstein, 
Treasurer  
DLA Piper

Michael Allen
Microsoft Corporation

Peter Bresnan 
Simpson, Thacher, & 
Bartlett LLP 

Board of Directors

Karen Cunningham
Legal Director

Cecilia Dos Santos
Pro Bono Coordinator
    
David Hale
Development & 
Communications
Director

Heather Maria Johnson
Civil Rights Attorney

Marion Manheimer
Volunteer

Jeremy Rosen
Policy Director

Eric Tars
Director of Human 
Rights &
Children’s Rights 
Programs

Louise Weissman
Operations Director

Development & 
Communications Interns
Alex Knobel
Dana Moutis
Linda Rodriguez

Tonya Bullock  
MD. Dept. of Human 
Resources 

Bruce Casino
Sheppard Mullin Richter 
& Hampton LLP

Roderick DeArment
Covington & Burling 
LLP

Dennis Dorgan
Fundraising Consultant 

Sally Dworak-Fisher 
Public Justice Center 

Father Alexander 
Karloutsos
Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America 

Georgia Kazakis
Covington & Burling 
LLP

Pamela Lynn Malester
Office for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of 
Health and Human 
Services (retired)

Tashena Middleton 
Moore
Second Chances Home 
Buyers, LLC

Margaret Pfeiffer  
Sullivan & Cromwell 
LLP

G.W. Rolle   
Missio Dei Church 

Bruce Rosenblum   
The Carlyle Group

Robert C. Ryan
Ports America

Erin Sermeus
Harpo Productions 

Jeffrey Simes
Goodwin Procter LLP

Maria Foscarinis
Executive Director

*Affiliations for 
identification purposes only

Legal Interns
Heather Abraham
Cara Baldari
Jeff Hill
Mili Patel
Kristen Tullos

Voting Rights Intern
Pat Gavin

Staff Members



Honorary Chair 
John Grisham
Author

Chair
Dechert LLP
Suzanne Turner

Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld LLP
Steven Schulman

Covington & Burling 
LLP
Georgia Kazakis

Blog | www.homelessnesslaw.org
The Homelessness Law blog offers unique commentary on 
the movement to end homelessness. We invite you to engage 
in this conversation by leaving your comments.  

Wiki | wiki.nlchp.org
Connect with fellow advocates, attorneys, and policymakers 
on the Law Center’s Homelessness Wiki.  This central, online 
tool promotes information-sharing among leading national 
and local advocacy groups. 

E-Newsletter
In Just Times, the Law Center’s monthly publication, 
provides brief updates on current issues. 
Email aberes@nlchp.org to subscribe. 

		  www.nlchp.org

		  twitter.com/nlchphomeless
  	
		
		  www.facebook.com/homelessnesslaw

CONNECT to the LAW CENTER
WWW

DLA Piper
Lisa Dewey

Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson 
LLP
Vasiliki Tsaganos 

Hogan Lovells
T. Clark Weymouth

Jenner & Block LLP
David DeBruin

Katten Muchin 
Rosenman LLP
Jane K. Cavanaugh

Latham & Watkins 
LLP
Kevin Metz

Manatt, Phelps & 
Phillips, LLP
Cristin Zeisler

Microsoft Corporation
Brad Smith

Schulte Roth & Zabel 
LLP
Daniel Greenberg

Sidley Austin LLP 
Carter Phillips

LEAP Members
Simpson Thacher & 
Bartlett LLP
Peter Thomas

Sullivan & Cromwell 
LLP
Margaret Pfeiffer

WilmerHale
Chris Herrling 
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1411 K Street NW, Suite 1400, Washington, D.C., 20005
Phone: 202.638.2535     Fax: 202.628.2737

www.nlchp.org
CFC # 11947


